
Greetings, 
 
It has been a busy summer but, as all good things 
must, summer is coming to a close.  It sure doesnôt 
seem like we had a very long one, probably because it 
took so long for the weather to warm up.  I have to 
admit that I am really sorry to see the hot weather go 
this year.  Iôm sure not ready for the cold yet! 
 
There were so many fun activities this summer and I 
hope you, as volunteers, had a chance to help out 
during at least one of them.  I had a great time 
volunteering at a couple of new camps and also at the 
horse show. 
 
We need lots of volunteers for the upcoming Diamonds 
and Dust annual fundraiser so if you have even an 
hour of time please be sure and check with Sarah 
Smith and get your name down to help with this 
wonderful event. 
 
Have a wonderful session and thanks for all you do! 
 

Darcy Justice  
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Volunteer of the Session  

 

TANA JORDAN 
 

VOLUNTEER OF THE THIRD SESSION 
 (June through August 2010) 

 
 

 

Tana Jordan has been nominated by the instructors and staff here at Healing Reins as the VOLUNTEER of 
the Third Session (June through August, 2010).  
 
Tana grew up in Eugene, OR and has loved horses ever 
since her childhood.  Her family never owned horses, but 
her friend had a pony.  Although the horse was not the most 
polite and would charge toward Tana as she entered the 
paddock, it was through these experiences of tested cour-
age that Tana learned her inner strengths.     
 
In the latter 90ôs, Tana moved to Central Oregon and 
worked with Rimrock Trails Adolescent Center in Prineville, 
a group that helps youth with drug and alcohol problems.  
One day while driving, Tana then heard about Healing Reins 
on the radio.  ñI heard, óHealing Reinsévolunteeréhorsesé
working with disabled,ô  and these words caught my interest 
in the organization as I wanted to get with horses again and helping people was just the bonus, ñ says Tana. 
Although she has been here less than a year, Tanaôs depth of selfless service shows in the extensive time 
devoted to grounds work, facility maintenance as well as working in the arena with the horses and riders in 
multiple classes.  
 
When asked why she volunteers at Healing Reins, Tana paused, tapped her fingers on my desk and re-
sponded, ñFor me, the place is heaven on Earth; a whole world within the world.  I am broadening my under-
standing of selflessness and how rewarding it can be.  The moments when my riders (Soren and Abi) glow 
with big grins on their faces, it seems that God is looking right at me.ò 
 
Tanaôs sense of rounded peace, calm and purpose is noticed in her solid walk.  She diligently seeks for ways 
to help in the barn and we are watching and learning from her example.     
 
 

Thank you for inspiring us, Tana, and congratulations to you from 
all of us here at Healing Reins! 

 
 
 

 
 



Reminders  
 

 

Our annual fundraiser, Diamonds and Dust  
is ONLY a week away! 

 
We are looking for a few good volunteers to sparkle at Diamonds and Dust!  

 
Contact Sarah Smith, Volunteer Coordinator to get more information  

 
Letôs make this the best Diamonds and Dust yet! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Help Needed  
 

Friday barn closures:    Throughout the rest of the year the barn will closed on the following dates for 
Family Therapy: 
 
Friday, October 1st 
 
If you are a horse buddy or school a horse on Fridays please adjust your schedule accordingly.  Thanks! 

A Housekeeping item (no pun intended):  
 
Would you be interested in keeping the loving touch on our guest 
lounge once a week?   
 
The lounge becomes a sanctuary in the cold months for families of rid-
ers to watch their child ride.  Families would be most gracious of your 
hard works!  
 
If interested, please contact Sarah Smith, Volunteer Coordinator.  
 
 



New Volunteers  
 

Summer Events  
 

Welcome to our newest volunteers! 
 
Nancy Berger 
Madelin Currie 
Debbie Davies 
Sara Dubler 
Julie Gilbert 
Noreen Halberstadt 
Holly Hansen 
Anne Hutchison 
Laura Johnson 

 

 

Nathan Johnson 
Allison Lake 
Karla Larentson 
Kathy Lowry 
Charlotte Oakes 
Sheryl Pardee 
Tawny Reader 
Jocelyn Rogers 
 

 

A very busy July and August at Healing Reins provided a wide variety of experiences for participants, supporters and 
parents! 
 
July 10: Leadership Bend and Deschutes Brewery teamed up to make improvements to the Sensory Integration Trail. 25 
to 30 individuals worked for six hours to rake, weed eat, paint, build and redesign the course. Our Sensory Integration 
Trail is an important therapeutic tool for the program, offering a number of fun and educational stations that provide sen-
sory input to the rider. Thanks to everyone that helped out! 

 
July 11: Polo Match benefit to Healing Reins. Hoping to make this an annual event, this brought polo to Bend and help to 
Healing Reins. Look for additional events like this in the future. 

 
July 30: Sibling Camp was offered to the brothers and sisters of our participants. Four children enjoyed experiencing 
what their sibling gets to do with riding and activities. A final camp was held August 27 
. 
August 6: Mother of Riders Spa Day provided a therapeutic day of equine facilitated learning, riding, massages and 
snacks to the moms of our participants. Two moms thoroughly enjoyed spending a quiet time on the farm with the 
horses, finishing with a reflective art project and chair massage provided by Susie Burns, LMT. One mom said "If you do 
any more of these, let me know!" 

 
August 7: Rett Syndrome Conference came to Bend this year and included a field trip to Healing Reins. Georgia Merri-
field, PT at Healing Bridge Physical Therapy, provided a hippotherapy demonstration for 25 conference attendees with 
Ella, a long-time hippotherapy client.  

 
August 9-11: Down Syndrome Camp, in partnership with Central Oregon Down Syndrome Network, brought five riders to 
Healing Reins to ride, play games and paint horses. Lots of fun was had by all. 

 
August 21: Healing Reins Horse Show (see write-up and pictures on page seven). 

 

These activities could not happen without the dedication of a large group of volunteers.  Thanks to everyone that made 
these summer events possible! 



Volunteer Spotlight  
 

Tammy Harty with Little Bucs Bunny  
Winner of pro division Extreme Cowboy Race in Albany, 
Canada 2009 & Central Oregon Wild Trails Expo 2010 at 
Brasada Ranch, Oregon performs at Healing Reins Sum-

mer Horse Show!  
 
Tammy started volunteering at Healing Reins in Spring 2010 and has 
been a dedicated volunteer in the Monday evening classes.  When we 
learned of Tammyôs other hobby of Extreme Cowboy Racing where the 
horse and rider physically and mentally test their communication and 
horsemanship skills while jumping logs, herding cattle and/or shooting 
balloons with a Colt .45, we just had to see this. 
 
Tammy and her quarter horse mare, Little Bucks Bunny, performed 
some their works at the Summer Horse Show on Saturday, August 21

st
.  

Needless to say the audience was thrilled and fully entertained.   
 
Ms. Harty recently competed in the Central Oregon Wild Trails Horse 
Expo in July at Brasada Ranch which featured a six-mile natural trail ride 
with challenges that included streams, log jumbles and boulders.  De-
spite this fun but demanding sport, Tammy has signed up to continue 
volunteering on Mondays at Healing Reins!   
 
Congratulations and thanks Tammy for sharing your time and talents 
with us! 

 
Session 3 is here and gone as fast as a 

Central Oregon summer!  
 

Congratulations to you, our volunteer staff, for stepping in and 
stepping up to bring forth life-changing, healing experiences for 

those in our community! 
 
As Volunteer Coordinator for the past two years, we have come a 
long way in strengthening the volunteer experience here at Heal-

ing Reins.  This is an ongoing process so please continue the 
excellent feedback. 

 



Horse Spa Day  

On Friday, August 21, the day before the Healing Reins Horse Show, several volunteer leaders and two of 
our wonderful instructors, Kathryn Smeeth and Katy Schroeder, got together to give our hard-working horses 
a ñspa dayò.  Each horse was treated to a bath, full mane and tail comb-out, hair trims and a little grass-
grazing while they dried out.  The leaders learned a lot about how to properly bathe, comb and trim the 
horses from the instructors and the horses got a much needed day of pampering.  A great time was had by all 
and we are hoping this will become at least an annual event! 
 



Healing Reins Horse Show  

The Healing Reins Horse Show was held on Saturday, August 21.  The weather was perfect and the riders 
were more than ready.  There were 23 riders in several classes that were held in both the indoor and outdoor 
arenas.  Many of the riders were ñold handsò, having participated in several previous horse shows but there 
were also some riders who had never ridden in a horse show.   
 
With the help of lots of great volunteers, and instructors and staff who have done this many times before, the 
show went off without a hitch.  There were loads of smiles and many proud moments for our riders.   
 



Mark Your Calendars!  


